
COMM 114G 
Gender & 
Science 
 
Week 1:  Tuesday,  
Jan 7,  2013 

INTRODUCTION:  
CAN GIRLS DO SCIENCE? 



¡ Science 

¡ Technology 

¡ Engineering 

¡ Math 

¡ What comes to mind when you think about the kinds of people 
associated with this acronym? What qualities do they have? 

STEM 
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Intent	  of	  First-‐Year	  College	  Students	  to	  Major	  in	  Science	  and	  
Engineering	  Fields,	  by	  Gender,	  2006	  
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Women are less likely than men are to declare  
a STEM major in college. 

Source: Commission on Professionals in Science and Technology. Data derived from Cooperative 
Institutional Research Program, Higher Education Research Institute, Graduate School of Education and 
Information Studies, University of California, Los Angeles, The American Freshman: National Norms for 
Fall 1990 through Fall 2006, www.gseis.ucla.edu/heri/heri.htm. 



0	  

10	  

20	  

30	  

40	  

50	  

60	  

Biological	  
scienCsts	  

Chemists	  and	  
materials	  
scienCsts	  

Environmental	  
scienCsts	  and	  
geoscienCsts	  

Computer	  
scienCsts	  and	  

systems	  
analysts	  

Computer	  
programmers	  

Computer	  
soLware	  
engineers	  

Chemical	  
engineers	  

Civil	  engineers	   Electrical	  and	  
electronics	  
engineers	  

Mechanical	  
engineers	  

Pe
rc
en

ta
ge
	  o
f	  W

om
en

	  
WOMEN ARE UNDERREPRESENTED IN MANY SCIENCE  

AND ENGINEERING OCCUPATIONS. 

Percentage of Employed STEM Professionals Who Are Women, Selected Professions, 2008 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009, Women in the labor force: A databook (Report 1018) (Washington, DC), Table 11. 





Why—despite the seeming break down of so 
many kinds of glass ceilings and barriers—are 
women (and particular minority groups) 
underrepresented in STEM fields? 
 
What are the competing  
explanations and how are  
these discourses  
supported and circulated  
through society? 
 
  

BIG QUESTIONS 



SEX VS. GENDER 

Sex is biological and generally 
relating to the physical morphology of 
the body and its role in reproduction 
Sex-related adjectives: male, female, 
hermaphroditic  
 

Gender is behavioral and 
generally relating to way one acts 
and identifies in relation to their 
society’s cultural division of labor 
Gender-related adjectives: masculine, 
feminine, effeminate, gender-neutral 
 
Is gender in the brain?  



PRO-GIRL STEM PROGRAMS 

http://forgirlsinscience.org/
summer-weekend-camps/ 



BE THERE  
SO SHE CAN 
BE HERE

By eighth grade, only half as many girls as boys are 
interested in math, science, and engineering careers. 
If each of us gives a girl our time and support today, 
she can find the courage, confidence, and character 
she’ll need to build a better tomorrow.   

TOGETHERTHERE.ORG



http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ 
news/girls-in-stem/ 



NEWS HYPE ON THE GENDERED BRAIN 



¡  Read Schiebinger, The Mind Has No Sex  introduction & Chapter 1 

¡  Introduction – How does Schiebinger  
frame the problem of the book?  
What are the various things that we 
could hope to learn by studying the 
position of women in Europe during  
the Renaissance and Enlightenment? 
 

¡  Chapter 1 – Why is it surprising that 
Marie Curie was not admitted to the  
Academie des Sciences? Why was the  
institutionalization of science (e.g. the 
creation of universities and scientific 
societies) bad for women?  

FOR THURSDAY 


