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GENDER IN SCHOOL 
TESTING & HIGHER ED 



¡  Reflecting on the GradWISE visit 
¡  SFAF Ch 6 :  Tests, Grades, & the 

Boys Crisis 
§  Video games and education: A 

solution to problems of gender in the 
classroom?  

¡  SFAF Ch 7 :  Higher Education 
§  Our research on gender in 

classrooms at UCSD 

¡  Discuss the extra credit 
assignment 

TODAY 



¡  UCSD Graduate Women In Science & Engineering supports 
women in STEM at UCSD and along the academic “pipeline” 

¡  gradwise.ucsd.edu/ 

¡ What did you learn from talking with Liz, Liz, Chelsea, & Athena? 

UCSD GRADWISE REFLECTION 

Pipeline$Analogy$



¡  How did this chapter affect your 
thoughts about educational 
testing? 
§ What becomes invisible when we 

focus on the fact that boys have 
higher average SAT scores than 
girls? 

¡ What is the Boys’ Crisis and how 
has it been framed in the 
popular media? 
§  How has this framing made certain 

kinds of problems invisible? 
§ Why do the Sadkers think the boys’ 

crisis is a “magic mirror”? (p. 207) 

CHAPTER 6: TESTS, GRADES, & THE 
BOYS’ CRISIS 



¡  Dr. Ali Carr-Chellman 
¡  Penn State Education Professor 
¡  Joined commission to establish a  

White House Council for Boys to  
Men, May 2011 

¡  Editor-in-Chief of eLearn Magazine 
 

¡ What do you think about the way that she conceptualizes 
gender and learning in her TED talk  
“Gaming to re-engage boys in learning”?  

¡  In what ways do video games seem like a useful or not useful 
way to deal with issues of gender in education? 

¡  If the boys crisis is a magic mirror for ideological and 
educational agendas, what do you think this talk reflects? 

THE BOY CRISIS & GAMIFIED LEARNING 



CHAPTER 7: HIGHER EDUCATION: 
PEEKING BEHIND THE CAMPUS CURTAIN 

¡  According to the 
Sadkers, what are 
some ways this chart 
may be misleading? 

¡  Issues to consider: 
§  Race 
§  Class 
§  Economics 
§  Classroom dynamics 
§  Non-classroom 

experience 
§ Majors 
§  Statistics 



¡  Last week, I asked you to record the gender of the students 
who speak/are called on to speak in each of your classes. 
§  Bonus: Include any other relevant demographic data, such as 

ethnicity, ESL, and age 

¡  For each class, record: 
§  The Department 
§  The Subject 
§  The Size of the Class 
§  The Gender Ratio of the Class 
§  The Gender of the Instructor 
§  Any noticeable patterns in who sits where 
 

¡ What did you find? 

OUR CLASSROOM RESEARCH!   



Two options:  
1)  Drawing on the model of Dignifying 

Science ,  create your own comic 
about the life of a historical woman 
who contributed to science.  

2)  Alternatively, write a concise, two-
page analysis of a story from 
Dignifying Science ,  explaining how it 
illustrates a concept or provides 
another case of something 
discussed in the course.  
 
Due on March 13th, in lecture. 

Can we brainstorm 20 women? 

EXTRA CREDIT 



¡  Read MHNS chapter 10 and Sally Kohlstedt & Helen Longino, 
“The Women, Gender, and Science Question: What Do 
Research on Women in Science and Research on Gender and 
Science Have to Do with Each Other?” 

¡ What are the various dif ferent ways that scholars approach 
questions of gender and science from a feminist perspective 

¡ What makes these studies feminist? 
¡ What can we learn by studying the history of women in science 

and the science of gender differences together? 
¡ What are the problems with masculine-gendered, male-

dominated scientific practice? 
¡  How should we address these problems? Could they be solved 

with feminine-gendered, female-dominated scientific practice? 

FOR TUESDAY 


